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Introduction and Purpose 

As part of the SSJ Neighbourhood Plan update 2023 a need was identified to upweight the evidence 
base and identification of the key areas of ecology and wildlife within Sherborne St John. 

One of the key objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan and one of its key policies is to protect the 
rural character of the village. Factors strongly contributing towards the rural character of the village 
have been identified as visual amenity, views of countryside into and out of the village, seeing an 
abundance of wildlife in the heart of the village and low levels of light & noise pollution. 

The rural character, ecology and biodiversity of the village was one of the overriding elements 
identified by the village community as what was important to them and what they loved about living 
within Sherborne St John. 

Development should ensure that the rural character and natural assets of the Parish are conserved 
and, if possible, enhanced. There is a strong presumption that existing open space within the village 
must be retained where it is considered to have either an important social function (such as a 
meeting place, an established recreational use, or somewhere that facilitates local events), where it 
adds to visual amenity, or contributes to the rural character of the village. 

Where development is acceptable in all other respects, it will be permitted only where it takes 
proper account of evidence provided by the Sherborne St John Wildlife and Ecology Mapping 
Project, which provides essential local knowledge and identifies the villages key wildlife hotspots, 
natural assets and green corridors. 

This report has been produced to help to inform the selection of important local green spaces and 
identify which areas of the village should be protected from development so as to protect the rural 
character of the village. 

 

Key elements and sources of evidence for the SSJ wildlife and ecology map 

1. Volunteer research walks and ad hoc villager sightings documenting wildlife that was seen. 
 

2. Reptiles and Amphibians records from the Hampshire and Isle Of Wight Amphibian and 
Reptile group (HIWARG) 
 

3. Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre 
 

a. Habitats Maps 
b. Sites of important nature conservation (SINC’s) 
c. Notable species records 

 
4. SSJ Conservation Group Rewilding Project 



1. Volunteers Wildlife Mapping 
 

As part of the wildlife and ecology mapping project, a group of volunteers made multiple walks 
on a set route that encompassed all parts of the village. These walks were made in the early 
mornings and late afternoons to increase the likelihoods of spotting wildlife. The dates, times 
and wildlife spotted in each area were recorded and the full records are available in appendix 1. 
In addition the village community were asked to send us any ad-hoc sightings with species, 
dates, times and location. These were also added to the records. A visual representation of the 
results of all the sightings is shown below. A visual map has been used to aid heat mapping of 
which parts of the village have the highest concentrations and variety of wildlife. 
 

 
Note – the size of the circles denotes the number of sightings, the larger the circle the more 
sightings that have been made in the area. 
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As can be seen from the map, the key wildlife area of the village is located near the village 
pond and in the wildlife corridor from The Vyne Estate past the Weybrook watercress 
meadows and into the village pond, the Cemetery and St Andrews churchyard. Deer have 
been spotted in gardens of villagers who live in the centre of the village through the use of 
this corridor. 
The village pond, the Weybrook north of Cranesfield and the arable fields between all these 
areas are the last habitats close to the centre of the village that have a concentration and 
variety of wildlife that can be seen regularly and enjoyed by all in the local community. 
A much less concentrated corridor is also seen in wildlife crossing from the fields to the west 
of the village, across the busy Aldermaston Road and into the fields west of Spring Close. 
Sadly deer roadkill is regularly seen on this road as deer that attempt to cross are hit by the 
moving traffic.  
 

2. Reptiles and Amphibian mappings 
 

As part of this wildlife and ecology mapping project we have sourced records of reptile and 
amphibian species from the Hampshire and Isle Of Wight Reptile and Amphibian Group. 
 
A detailed map of the locations and species recorded within the village is shown in the map 
below. 
 

 



This map reinforces the village pond and its surrounding land, tree belts, hedgerows and 
watercourses nearby as critical wildlife havens within the village. The most concentration of 
reptiles and amphibians can be found here. Most notably the European protected species 
Great Crested Newt have been recorded in the recent past both in the Cranesfield Pond and 
also in the hedgerow that runs alongside the cemetery from Cranesfield to the village pond. 
Great Crested Newts have also been recorded near Kiln Farm. 

 

3. Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre (HBIC) 
Habitat and species records were obtained from the Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre 
which holds records of habitats and species sightings which they gather from a variety of sources. 

The information provided by HBIC has proved invaluable in the preparation and evidence within this 
report and within its summary and conclusions regarding which parts of Sherborne St John are most 
in need of safeguarding to protect the visual amenity and rural character of the village. 

The HBIC information is split into 3 broad categories 

- Habitats mapping 
- Sites of importance for nature conservation (SINC’s) 
- Notable species records 

 

 

Section 1 Habitats Mapping 

 

 

Broad Habitats (Village Centre) 

 

The village is surrounded mostly by arable, horticultural or improved grasslands habitats. However, 
there are pockets of important species rich habitats that are interspersed and interlinked within the 
village. In particular broadleaved, mixed, yew and coniferous woodland, fen, marsh and swamps, 
ponds and streams (many of the streams are chalk streams and form part of the renowned 
Hampshire Chalk Stream Network). Predominantly these important habitats are located within the 
village centre and north of the village, these areas are interlinked with green corridors, meadows 
and streams. There is also a small woodland located east of the village centre. (each of these 
important areas have been marked by red boxes on the habitat map on page 5) 

 

 

 

 

 



Broad Habitats Map (village centre) 

  

                      Important species rich habitats in the centre of the village 

     

 



Broad Habitats (Wider Parish) 

Within the wider parish the most important habitat can be seen as mostly encompassing the areas 
north of the village and in particular the woodlands, ponds and streams in the vicinity of the Vyne 
Estate these areas being interlinked green wildlife corridors into the village centre. There is also 
important woodland east of the village at spiers copse and carpenters wood. (both these areas are 
shown by red boxes on the below map) 

 

Broad Habitats Map (Wider Parish) 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section 2 SINC’s 

 

Sites of important nature conservation (SINCs) 

 

Most SNICs within the parish boundaries are located in the woodland areas of The Vyne Estate as 
well as the woodland areas of Spiers Copse and Carpenters Down woods. Closer to the village centre 
SNICs are identified in the centre of the village (Sherborne St John Meadows located just south of 
the village pond) and in the important ecological area north of the village centre (Weybrook and 
watercress beds with its important links to the village pond) 

 

Sites of important nature conservation map (SINCs) 

 

  



    

 

 



Section 3 Notable Species Records 

HBIC Notable Species records (only records described as a location of Sherborne St John included). 

The species records from HBIC have been mapped using the OS grid references provided with the 
records onto the below map to visually represent another heat map of critical areas that should be 
protected from development  

 Birds & Mammals 

 

 Skylarks  Little Egret  Great black backed gull  Redstart 

 Kingfisher  Yellowhammer  Linnet  Great crested grebe 

 Grey Heron  Reed Bunting  Woodlark  Shoveler 

 Ceti’s Warbler  Brambling  Red Kite  Starling 

 Black Headed Gull  Snipe  Grey Wagtail  Redwing 

 Hawfinch  Herring Gull  Spotted Flycatcher  Song Thrush 

 Cuckoo  Lesser black backed gull  House Sparrow  Fieldfare 

 Mistle Thrush  Barn Owl  Lapwing  Brown Hare 

       Polecat 

 

 



These records and this map support the rest of the evidence within this report. The most important, 
concentrated and diverse area of ecological value in the village is in the areas around the village 
pond and in the fields west and north of the pond up to the Weybrook and watercress meadows. 
There are further important areas of birdlife around Edgerton woods and the wetlands and 
watercourse near The Vyne Estate building 

 

4. SSJ Conservation Group Rewilding Project 
In the last few years the SSJ Conservation Group (a number of local volunteers) have embarked on 
an ambitious rewilding project within Sherborne St John and north towards the National Trust land 
of the Vyne estate. This has involved creating a rewilding area and wildlife corridor that stretches 
from the National Trust Vyne Estate right through to the centre of the village at the land at Manor 
Farm, the village pond and the cemetery area. The National Trust have been engaged in this project 
and are enthusiastic supporters and partners within this exciting project. This area and its zones of 
influence can be seen illustrated in the below wildlife corridor map. The aim of this project is to 
protect wildlife and its crucial habitats and enhance the biodiversity of the area surrounding the 
village. This is a crucial project in enhancing biodiversity and protecting the rural character of the 
village. The next phase of this project will be to record all species that exist within these areas to 
create a database of the biodiversity of this area. Any development that is agreed within the village 
should not be allowed to impact this project and cause any detrimental impact to the rewilding 
project and wildlife corridor. 

 

 

 

 



 

Overall Summary & Conclusions 

There are many very important wildlife and ecological area’s within the parish. In the immediate 
centre of the village the most critical area evidenced by this report is the area around the village 
pond and the fields adjacent to it up to and including the Weybrook and stretching across to west 
end. This is evidenced both by the frequency and variety of wildlife sightings. This area is the key 
wildlife haven and corridor within the village centre and can be easily enjoyed by local villagers as 
well as visitors to the village. This area is critical in giving the village its distinct rural character in 
allowing up close wildlife encounters within a very close vicinity of the middle of the village. The 
Weybrook watercress meadows in this area are also a designated site of important nature 
conservation. 

Within the broader parish the key habitats and wildlife are located in and around The Vyne Estate 
and Morgaston Woods. This is demonstrated by the wildlife maps provided in this report as well as 
that area having multiple sites of important nature conservation. 

In addition the area of woodlands at Spiers Copse, Basing Forest and Carpenters Down Woods also 
has key habitat as evidenced in this report and also multiple sites of important nature conservation 
within this woodland. 

 

Sources Of Reference 

Various sources of independent and publicly available information have been used to provide the 
evidence to support this report. In addition, work from volunteers within the village in recording 
wildlife sightings were also used.  The sources are listed below: 

• Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre Reports 
• Hampshire and Isle Of Wight Reptile and Amphibian Group Maps 
• Volunteer wildlife recording and mapping using a standard route that covered all areas of 

the immediate village centre 
• SSJ Conservation Group 

The detailed data records (dates, times, species, location) are available upon request from the SSJ 
Parish Council.  

 


